[Use of oral contraceptives and increased risk of cervical cancer].
A recently published meta-analysis and a large cohort study showed independently that use of oral contraceptives (OC) leads to an increased relative risk (RR) of cervical cancer. This RR increased with the duration of OC use and was 1.90 after 5 years or more (95% CI: 1.69-2.13). The increased RR decreased after cessation of OC use and was normal again Io years later. Longstanding OC use enhances human papillomavirus (HPV) transcription and decreases HPV clearance, resulting in more frequent persistence of HPV, an increase of cervical intraepithelial neoplasia, and an increased RR of cervical cancer. The increase in cervical cancer by OC is, however, associated with a fully compensatory decrease in the incidence of other malignancies, in particular ovarian cancer and endometrial cancer. Based on these findings, there are no reasons to discourage the use of OC by women in the Netherlands.